March 18, 2010                                                                 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

2,275 sign petition for new municipal electric utilities

BOSTON – Today, Get-Rid-Of-Unitil and the Massachusetts Alliance for Municipal Electric Choice delivered to Representative Barry Finegold and Senator Michael Morrissey, Co-chairs of the legislature’s Joint Committee on Telecommunications, Utilities and Energy, a petition asking the legislature to make new municipal electric utilities (or “munis”) possible in Massachusetts.

2,275 Massachusetts residents signed the petition, started on January 18, 2010 by Cathy Clark of Get-Rid-Of-Unitil. The petition reads “We, the undersigned citizens of Massachusetts, respectfully request the legislature to act favorably on the municipal electric utilities choice legislation (Bills H3087 and S1527) before March 17, 2010.” (www.tinyurl.com/munipetition)
Signatories include Governor Deval Patrick (#2239) who wrote “The bills under consideration are a step in the right direction and will allow residents greater local control and input into utility investment policies and decisions, services and service levels. I look forward to reviewing the final bill when it reaches my desk.” and candidates for Governor Christy Mihos (#2156), Jill Stein (#2165), Tim Cahill (#2227) and Grace Ross (#2228).
The 2,275 signatures are from the following communities:

	Community  (current utility)
	# of signatures

	Lunenburg    (Unitil)
	672

	Fitchburg      (Unitil)
	639

	Lexington     (NStar)
	192

	Townsend     (Unitil)
	150

	Cambridge    (NStar)
	66

	Ashby           (Unitil)
	44

	Lancaster     (National Grid)
	36

	Arlington      (NStar)
	31

	Somerville    (NStar)
	26

	Brookline      (NStar)
	25

	Boston           (NStar)
	22

	143 other communities
	372

	TOTAL
	2,275


Two-thirds of the signatures are from Unitil’s service area (Fitchburg, Lunenburg, Townsend, Ashby). 

The muni choice legislation (Bills H3087 and S1527) is now before the Joint Committee on Telecommunications, Utilities and Energy (www.mass.gov/legis/comm/j37.htm), which last week voted to extend the deadline to act on the legislation from March 17 to mid-April 2010.

The legislation amends obsolete language in a century-old State law that gives large investor-owned utilities (or “IOUs”, like Unitil and NStar) a permanent monopoly, therefore making new munis possible besides the 41 munis that already exist in places like Groton, Hudson, Princeton, Ashburnham, Concord, Belmont, Holyoke, Peabody and Braintree.

Munis charge less than IOUs for the same electricity: in 2009, Unitil charged $102 per month for 500 kilowatt-hours of electricity, NStar $97, National Grid $82 and the average Massachusetts muni $70 (www.massmunichoice.org). Munis also provide better service than IOUs. Unitil customers were without power for up to 2 weeks after the December 2008 ice storm, while neighboring munis restored power to all their customers in days. NStar charges extra to move its wires underground, but the Concord muni does it at zero cost to customers (www.massmunichoice.org/bg_012110.aspx).

Here are some comments from people who signed the petition:

“Stop the state-sponsored monopoly and change the 100-years-old legislation to allow municipalities and their residents to choose their electricity provider.”  “We the people have a right to choose electric company, just like we have a right to choose which elected officials stay in office or are replaced. Do the right thing here and use common sense.”  “Give us CHOICE please, not a monopoly! We need service, professionalism and better rates... competition will allow those things to happen.” (Lunenburg residents)

“A plea for our elected officials to give us back freedom of choice in all matters.”  “As a monopoly, Unitil holds the City of Fitchburg hostage and literally rapes its citizens with rates that rank in the top 10 nationwide. It’s time to legislate a change that will benefit all!”  “If you allow Unitil or companies like them to remain in Massachusetts, you should all be thrown out for corruption or incompetence.” (Fitchburg residents)

“Littleton municipal was the best electric company I had ever used... I lived in Quincy, Boston, Malden, Boxboro, Leominster and now Ashby... I have never paid anywhere these amounts for electricity. Last month I had a bill for $278.00 that’s only electricity... I heat with oil and a wood stove! Unitil is gouging... It’s that simple.” (Ashby resident)
“I’m in my 90th year. I’m paying too much for electricity. ‘Municipal’ electricity costs less. I urge passage of Bills H3087 and S1527” (Dalton resident)
“This should be a no-brainer. It’s long overdue.”  “Local control of utilities is better control and ultimately more cost effective for consumers.”  “It really is time for a change!”  “We have had repeated outages in our neighborhood, often when there is fine weather. In addition, we shouldn’t be denied the opportunity to pay less for electricity.”  “This is a bill that makes sense!” (Lexington residents)

“NStar is the worst example of big corporate monopoly greed. Our neighboring munis pay as little as half the amount for electricity - time for us to throw these bums out, or make them PROPERLY compete.” (Arlington residents)
Contacts

Get-Rid-Of-Unitil is a group of Fitchburg, Lunenburg, Townsend and Ashby residents who have come together to explore and promote effective change from their current electric utility, Unitil. Contact: Cathy Clark, Lunenburg 978-390-0544 cclarkre@aol.com  www.getridofunitil.com
The Massachusetts Alliance for Municipal Electric Choice is the alliance of over 120 cities, towns and organizations (including the Massachusetts Municipal Association, MASSPIRG and Environment Massachusetts) that support legislation to allow new munis in Massachusetts – beyond those already in existence – so that cities and towns have a choice for electricity distribution. Contact: Patrick Mehr, Lexington 781-367-2229 patrick.mehr@gmail.com  www.massmunichoice.org
